
Portrait of a Missionary Team
Colossians 4:10-14
Introduction:

I. Front Row – (left to right)
A. Their General Description 
1. Their Ethnicity - Jewish 
But Paul was the apostle to the Gentiles!
a. He Still Loved His Countrymen.
Romans 9:3

﻿“I could wish that I myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my ﻿﻿countrymen according to the flesh,”
b. He always went into the Synagogues first
Acts 17:1-2
…Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews. ﻿﻿Then Paul, as his custom was, ﻿﻿went in to them, and for three Sabbaths ﻿﻿reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 

2. Their Enthusiasm – 4:11b
“These are my only {Jewish} fellow workers for the kingdom of God…”
The word “only” seems to refer to Jewish fellow workers. [There were other fellow workers – who are Gentile. (v14)] There were also other fellow workers in Rome – (Phile.)
These apparently have distinguished themselves in the work of the kingdom of God.
3. Their Edification – 4:11c
“They have proved to be a comfort to me.”
The word “comfort” παρηγορία – Ever hear of “paragoic”? It is a medicine for stomach discomfort, diarrhea. The makers used this word to describe what their product does. It gives comfort to the users. We should not make the mistake of letting English usage determine the meaning of a Greek word.
“Δύναμις” is the Greek word for power.
When the makers of an explosive were looking for a word to describe their product in 1867, they used the word “dynamite”- power. Or “connected to power” But that does not mean that the word for power in Greek means “explosive power.” The Gospel is the power of God to “save your soul,” not to “blow your head off.” Rom. 1:16
Those who help in the work of the Gospel are a comfort to the leader!
B. Their Individual Description – 4:10-11a
(click)
1. Aristarchus – The Man with a Heart. (Mentioned 3x in Acts/Col 4.10, Phile.24)
Acts 19:29
“Aristarchus was with Paul during the riots in Ephesus. Paul got away but they caught Aristarchus. He literally took the fall for Paul.”
Acts 20.4

“And Sopater of Berea accompanied him to Asia—also ﻿﻿Aristarchus and Secundus of the Thessalonians, and ﻿﻿Gaius of Derbe, and ﻿﻿Timothy, and ﻿﻿Tychicus and ﻿﻿Trophimus of Asia.”
The purpose of this trip was to take an offering. (Acts 24:17) Paul taken prisoner at this point and he is still in prison as he writes this letter.
Acts 27:2

“So, entering a ship of Adramyttium, we put to sea, meaning to sail along the coasts of Asia. ﻿﻿Aristarchus, a Macedonian of Thessalonica, was with us.”
Aristarchus was with Paul when they were shipwrecked. When you share that much trial together you lean on each other. Aristarchus was a burden bearer. 
 (click)
2. Marcus – The Man with a Future 
You might remember that Mark also had a past. He went with Paul and cousin, Barnabas, on the first Missionary trip. He was a junior partner, but a very important part of the team. He went back for some unjustifiable reason. Later, when Paul wanted to go on his second journey, Barnabas wanted to take Mark. Paul said, “No”; Barnabas said, “Yes.” So we now have 2 mission teams going in different directions.

So, is Mark finished? Does God judge a man or woman by first chances?
How about Peter or Jonah?
It is not Mark’s past that commends him to us; it is his future! We know that he is going to write the second gospel, “The Gospel According to Mark”

We can’t write a gospel, but we are one. -- "You are writing a Gospel, a chapter every day, by all that you do, and all that you say. Men read what you write, whether faithless, or true. Say! What is the Gospel according to you?"
Paul has recommended Him (about whom you received instructions: if he comes to you, welcome him), Paul will write another commendation to Timothy – II Tim. 4:11
Get ﻿﻿Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful to me for ministry.
 (click)
3. Justus – The Man with a Name –
“and Jesus who is called Justus”

Jesus means Savior – the O.T. name was Joshua – salvation. Joseph was instructed to name Him “Jesus” for He will save His people from their sins.” Matt. 1:21
The name, Jesus, was popular in Palestine in the first century. It is not so popular now since Jesus brought such distinction to the name.
It is popular in Spanish – pronounced Hey-suse or Jay {Jesus Alou, brother to Filipe and Manny}
Do you know the full name of Barabbas - According to the historian, Origen, - Jesus-Bar-Abbas.

So, Pilate asked the question: “Whom shall I give you, Jesus, the son of a rabbi (Or) Jesus, the Christ, [the Son of God]?
II. The Back Row – left to right – 4:12-14
A. Their General Description - 

1. Their Ethnicity- Gentiles

Their background was in pagan religion. Paul had to take them from below zero up to the Gospel of the Grace of God. They had to be weaned them from their works, just as the Jews had to be weaned from theirs

Paul was the champion of the Gentiles. Peter opened the door, Acts 10. He defended himself before the leaders Acts 11.
Paul had to correct Peter’s actions in Antioch. (Gal. 2) Paul carried the question to Jerusalem and the leaders agreed that the Gentiles did not have to be circumcised and were a part of the church and on the same level as the Jews. So, Paul had Gentiles on his missionary team.
2. Their Familiarity – 
At least one of them, Epaphras, “was one of them.” (“The Colossian”) He would carry this letter along with the Ephesian letter. The Colossians would love seeing him and his new friends and reading the letter from Paul.


B. Their Individual Description 
(Click)
1. Epaphras – The Man with a Passion – 4:12-13
“always ﻿﻿laboring fervently for you in prayers, that you may stand ﻿﻿perfect and ﻿﻿complete in all the will of God.”
The word “laboring fervently” is from one word, ἀγωνιζόμενος. ἀγωνίζομαι (agonizomai)
Epaphras was a long way from the Colossians, but there is no distance in prayer. He had no computer or Skype or Vonage with free long distance. But with them you need a computer and money. With prayer all the equipment you need you already have, your mind and your mouth.
Epaphras prayed long and hard for the Colossians. And what a prayer! You can’t pray any better prayer than: that you may stand ﻿﻿perfect and ﻿﻿complete in all the will of God. 
His zeal was not limited to the Colossians. He had a great zeal (much pain) for the believers in Laodicea, and Hierapolis many of whom he had not even met. (Some he had met) Such was the prayer ministry of this man with a passion.
(Click)
2. Luke – The Man with a Gift – 4:14a
﻿
Luke was the beloved physician. We think of Luke as a physician, but he was also a writer. He wrote the Gospel that bears his name and the book of Acts. He researched the facts of the life of Christ and the events of the early church, depending, of course, on the Holy Spirit. As you may know, I believe that he also wrote the Epistle to the Hebrews, remembering the teaching of Paul. (See the first sermon on Hebrews)
Paul calls him the beloved physician. That is his special gift with which he helped Paul through his many physical weaknesses, including his thorn in the flesh. Paul met Luke at Troas. It may be that he needed a doctor and was directed to Dr. Luke. In the book of Acts we can trace Luke’s presence with Paul by the use of “we” (indicating his presence) or “they” (indicating his absence).
(Click)
3. Demas – The Man with a Weakness – 4:14b
﻿“Demas greets you.” 
That’s it. No “beloved” no nothing. I wouldn’t read much into that silence, except for what Paul writes 4 or 5 years later in II Tim. 4:10,
“Be diligent to come to me quickly; for ﻿﻿Demas has forsaken me, ﻿﻿having loved this present world, and has departed for Thessalonica.”
Do you suppose that there were signs of cooling off at this time? His problem was “this present world”.
This problem does not usually strike all of a sudden; it comes on gradually. There is some root there that allows the world to get control,
﻿
In 1 John 2:15 John warns:

“Do not love the world or the things in the world. ﻿﻿If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. ﻿16﻿ For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, ﻿﻿the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. 
In John 17:15﻿ Jesus prayed for His disciples, and the believers at Twin Lakes Baptist Church, after this manner: “I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but ﻿﻿that You should keep them from the evil one.”

Conclusion:
